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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— At the Board of the Select- 
men meeting on March 16, 
Selectman John Tripp said he 
walks the Rail Trail frequent- 
ly and sees tire marks and 
dirt bike marks on the trail. 
He said they need to notify 
people that motorized vehi- 
cles are not permitted on the 
trail and that residents should 
contact the police if they ob- 
serve it happening. Tripp said 
National Grid cut a tree down 
that took down wires on Ward 


Rail Trail system 





Street and left a pile of brush 
in the culvert and off to the 
side of the trail. Tripp said he 
is hoping National Grid will 
trim some of the old trees that 
are near the power lines. 

Tripp said there are ruts on 
the trail from Orchard Road 
up to where the pipes go un- 
derneath. They will have to 
level out the trail. Kiley asked 
what the status of the gates 
was, and Tripp said they are 
waiting to be painted. Tripp 
said he has had no luck get- 
ting telephone poles as he 


Please see RAIL TRAIL, page 5 
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As the sun was setting recently, Linda Carpenter took this shot from the western shore of Lake Wickaboag. She said it brought 
her a sense of better things to come and here’s hoping it does 


COURTESY PHOTO BY LINDA CARPENTER 





Cub Scouts ‘spring’ into action 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


WARE — Ware Family 
Scout Pack 520 held its first 
hike of the spring season this 
past Saturday, March 20, at 
North Brookfield Town For- 
est Park, off Route 67. 

Town Forest Park features 
a nine-hole disc golf course, 
along with trails and a small, 
man-made pond. Most of the 
Scouts had never tried disc 
golf before, but they all en- 
joyed trying to navigate their 
disc to the hole. Throwing 
their discs around trees and 
over streams proved to be a 
challenge, one that the Pack 
faced enthusiastically. 


By the time they had 
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included a chance to play disc golf. 


reached the third hole, the 
Scouts were confidently 
reaching their target and ex- 
perimenting with different 
throwing techniques and 
discs. Many were surprised 
to find that each type of disc 
produced a different result. 
The distance disc traveled the 
farthest, while the putter was 
easier to land in the basket at- 


tached to the hole. 
After completing the 
course, the Pack explored 


around the pond, hoping to 
see amphibian activity. While 
slowly melting, there was still 
a significant layer of ice cov- 
ering the pond. The Scouts 
are hoping to return in a few 
weeks to check for any signs 
of frogs or salamanders. 


Ware Family Pack 520 en- 
joys two hikes a month on 
the first and third Saturdays. 
The next hike will be Satur- 
day, April 3, to the fire tower 
off Ragged Hill Road in West 
Brookfield. The trail to the fire 
tower passes by vernal pools 
which should be stirring with 
amphibian life with the pre- 
dicted warm weather during 
the day, and above freezing 
temperatures at night. 

Boys and girls in kindergar- 
ten to fifth grade are welcome 
to join Cub Scouts. For more 
information about joing 
Ware Family Pack 520, people 
may contact Cubmaster Chris 
Boos at  lotecredneck3.3@ 
gmail.com or 413-345-0448, 
or find the Pack on Facebook. 
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North Brookfield Savings Bank 
hires new president and CEO 


N OR TH 
BROOKFIELD 
— Following an ex- 
tensive search, the 
Board of ‘Trustees 
of North Brook- 
field Savings Bank is 
pleased to announce 
that Marco Berna- 
sconl, Jr. will succeed 
Donna L. Boulanger 
as president and 
Chief Executive Of- 
ficer. Bernasconi will 
join the bank as the 
president on April 5, 
and work along-side 
Boulanger over the 
remaining months 
of this year. Upon 
her retirement, he 
will also assume the 
title of Chief Execu- 
tive Officer. 

Boulanger Donna remain 
involved with the bank as a 
Trustee and Corporator. “I am 
honored the Board and Donna 
have placed their confidence in 
me to lead North Brookfield 
Savings Bank into the future 
and to continue serving its cus- 
tomers and the community,” 
said Bernasconi. 

Marco joins the Bank from 
COCC where he worked for 
27 years. He joined COCC as 
a loan Customer Representa- 
tive and rose through the ranks 
and most recently held the po- 
sition as Senior Vice President, 
client service officer, chief ser- 
vice officer, a role he has held 
since 2010. While at COCC, he 
gained experience in many ar- 
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Donna Boulanger 


eas of banking and 
business, including; 
strategic planning, 
risk |= management 
and Fintech. COCC 
is an  award-win- 
ning,  client-owned 
financial technology 
company _ servicing 
financial institu- 
tions throughout the 
Northeastern Unit- 
ed States. 

Bernasconi’s 
strong Fintech 
and digital bank- 
ing knowledge are 
the perfect fit for 
the bank’s strategic 
goals moving _for- 
ward. “I am confi- 
dent that this change 
will be a_ positive 
one for the bank, the staff and 
the community as a whole. We 
must continue to look forward 
and find ways to evolve and in- 
novate so that we may remain 
independent and true to our 
mission and core values,” said 
Boulanger. “Today is a very 
humbling day for me as I reflect 
back on my first day of work at 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
some 13 years ago. I came to 
North Brookfield because I be- 
lieved in this bank. I saw then 
how clearly we empower people 
and ultimately make the com- 
munity a better place. These 
are the same mission and val- 
ues that continue to motivate 
me today.” 


Please see BANK, page 6 
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WARREN — The Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School released its second 
period honor roll. 


FIRST HONORS 

12th grade: Ania Bolaske, Tyler 
Bond, Sadie Bridges, Megan Court- 
ney, Kirah Czub, Brooke Dion, Liam 
Flynn, Joshua Gray, Matthew Griff- 
ing, Eli Homon, Kylee Julian, Allison 
Kelleher, Lauren Kimball, Hannah 
Martin, Madeline Nemeroff, Sarah 
Niedzialkoski, Alyssa Ricci, Nicholas 
Robbins, Elizabeth Schwenker, Darian 
Shepherd, Cassidy Silva, Andrew Sweet 
and Jenna Wade. 

11th grade: Alyssa Abbe, Emma Ab- 
erle, Elias Berthel, Alexander Carter, 
Riley Como, Jaden Darnell, Clare Jet- 
ter, Ainslie Lafko, Katerina Landon, 
Sydney LaRocque, Paris Prinsen, Grace 
Schmidt and Joline Wheeler. 

10th grade: Jakob Bond, Brendan 
Burke, Phoebe Clowes, Preston Clowes, 
Cadel Courtney, Elizabeth Czaja, Paige 
Dion, Luisa Feeney, Katelyn Fountain, 
Andrew Gagnon, Emily Hunkins, Se- 
renity Kauppila, Josephine Landon, 
Summer Mageau, Arian Masterjohn, 
Adrik Matys, Victoria Morgan, Bryan 
Joseph Para, Wylliam Pennington-Rus- 
sell, Cody Perron, Chase Potvin, 
Charles Schwenker, 

Ninth grade: Ethan Araujo, Isabelle 
Burgess, Alexandra Cacace, Antonio 
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Congelos, Forrest Dezfoli, Cloe Fre- 
dette, Madison Hamlin, Jason Houle, 
Ayla Iwaniec, Dawson Kelly, Abigail 
Long, Rachel McGrath, Hanna Ner- 
meroff, Lily Potvin, Thomas Robidoux, 
Kenady Sloan, Riley Sloan, Haileigh 
Swistak and Patrick Toomey. 

Eighth grade: Isabelle Aberle, Avi- 
endha Andreoli, Juliette Boos, Lila 
Broadley, Talon Clark, Skylar Cook, 
Abigail Jolin, Dante Martino, Norah 
McElroy, Erin McGrath, Aidan M1- 
chon, Nora Pennington-Russell, Norah 
Schwenker, Katelynn Swistak, Breanna 
Towlson, Parker Tunley, Sebastian Vel- 
iz-Baldzion and Makenna Williams. 

Seventh grade: Emma Astrella, Juli- 
ana Augusto, Madelyn Bagg, Isabelle 
Bellizzi, Trevor Bigda, Shelby Bridg- 
es, Jacob Cacace, Kenadi Chenevert, 
Greigh Cloward, Emma Dion, Bren- 
nan Doe, Gabriela Feeney, Serenitee 
Gagnon, Brianna Hawk, Evangeline 
Iwaniec, Alison Jones, Morgan Lakota, 
Gabriel Moberg, Olive Moulton, Kait- 
lyn Nault, Camden Olivo, Ava Ostrout, 
McKenna-Shea Pavini, Jacob Plante, 
Madeline Potvin, Jason Read, Madison 
Schreier, Madison Leigh Sears, Grace 
Smart and Elijah Wilhelm. 


SECOND HONORS 
12th grade: Paisleigh Atwood, Ab- 
igail Bouchard, Elizabeth Chambers, 
Sydney Corfey, Cole Crosby, Melis- 


sa Drago, Caitlyn Fox, Justin Janosz, 
Grace Kelly, Hannah Kitch, Zowie 
LaFlash, Christopher Laprade, Austin 
Lourake, Grace Ortiz, Sophia Rimmer 
and Ryan Seeton. 

11th grade: Bryanna Anderson, Ja- 
kob Burrill, Sierra Cromack, Lauren 
Gassnola, Jacob Harder, Zoe Harder, 
Aniah Harris, Emma McGinty, Mar- 
gaux Morales, Sean Moriarty, Ezekiel 
Powers, Derrick Shepherd, Hannah 
Southwick and Allison Tiberi. 

10th grade: Brandon Allen, Arianna 
Belen, Ian Bruni, Declan Flood, Alex- 
andra Garrand, Kiara Gauthier, Madi- 
son Gray, Zhoe Guidetti, Grance Han- 
nah, Madelynn Huard, Gage Willem 
Lane, Kayden Lourake, Hannah Man- 
zaro, Allison Marsh, Rebecca Martin, 
Tristan Mauro, Kadin Milligan, Joseph 
Novak, Gabriel Paquette, Angelina 
Paradis, Isabelle Russell, Megan Shea, 
Margaret Stevens and John Wilk. 

Ninth grade: Camrin Bolduc, Bryce 
Douglas, Jenna Duff, Aidan Flood, 
Cameron Giroux, Laine  Hatstat, 
Emma LaFleche, Kendall LaRiviere, 
Evan Long, Samantha Martin, Alexan- 
der Russo, Owen Stevens and Matthew 
Tiberi. 

Eighth grade: Matthew Gattuccio, 
Elise Kopec, Hailey Letourneau, Mad- 
ison Neilsen, Jason O’Keefe, Victoria 
Powell, Emily Savage, Liam Smith, 
Cristyna Tambolleo and Hart Waz. 


Seventh grade: Michael Atkins, Con- 
nor Burgess, Connor Burke, Gretchen 
Conn, Dustyn James Cook, Summer 
Dezfoli, Emily Forcier, Landon Hogan, 
Ily Martel, Kelsey Olson, Alyson Wil- 
liams, Camden Williams and Harrison 
Wilson. 


THIRD HONORS 

12th grade: Evan Allen, Paige Bald- 
win, Ashlynn Cook, Emily Gibeault, 
Douglas Harvey, Cabot Lacey, Lauren 
Lamoureaux, Daniel Mazzarese, Con- 
ner Merrill, Jessica Tetreault and Beth- 
any Vogel. 

11th grade: Andrew Araujo, Laci 
Blount, Parker Doe, Samantha Ford, 
Jonah Gervais and Keertan Patel. 

10th grade: Aaden Caruso, Julien 
Compher, Cody Goodrich, Aja Noelle 
Mercer, Lynne Merrill, Hailey Samek, 
Lucy Sanelli, Rhea Smith and Ryan 
Wilson. 

Ninth grade: Mason Blount, Allison 
Brooks, Matthew Carter, Olivia Du- 
mas, Ryan Fernandez, Isabella Paoluc- 
ci, Dylan Piazzo, Jacob Routhier, Cole 
Waz and Tyler Withers. 

Eighth grade: Parker Chaffee, Oliv- 
ia Collins, Sadie May, Brayden Ryan, 
Mykenzie Sheldon, Elizabeth Tetlow, 
Brianna Valley and Nina Vorobiova. 

Seventh grade: Allison Duszlak, Mia 
Letendre, Evan Merrill, Kimber Pey- 
man and Jack Stevens. 





Cornerstone Bank recognizes 
24 employees for their service 


WORCESTER -— _— Cornerstone 
Bank, a community bank with 12 lo- 
cations throughout Central Massachu- 
setts, is celebrating 24 employees who 
have hit a landmark in their tenure 
with Years of Service Awards. Employ- 
ees are honored for every five years of 
service they have completed with the 
Bank. 

“The passion and commitment our 
employees bring to the workplace ev- 
ery day is inspiring,’ said CEO of Cor- 
nerstone Bank Todd Tallman. “These 
24 employees have helped us maintain 
steady growth over their years of ser- 
vice and embody our values of respect, 
integrity, trust and excellence. We 
thank you all for your dedication and 
loyalty over the past 5, 10 and even 45 
years!” 

“Despite the hardships of this past 
year, these employees and the rest of 
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our staff have pushed through, show- 
ing tremendous strength and resil- 
lence,’ said President Randal Webber. 
“T applaud our service award recipi- 
ents for their longstanding devotion to 
our organization.” 

Below is a list of employees receiv- 
ing the Years of Service Award: Sheryle 
I. Gaudette, 45 years; Karen Largasse, 
35 years; Jason D. Main, Charlotte L. 
Schmidt and Amy Dolan, 20 years; 
John T. Jawor, Jamey A. Mekal, Jamey 
A. Mekal, Melissa Dyer and James 
A. Beaudry, 15 years; Michael M Pa- 
checo, Kyle S. Bourque, Sara Seaver, 
Susan M. Wilcox and Michael Quink, 
10 years; Heather Dumais, Thomas W. 
Moschos, Allison R. Nugent, Marit- 
za Vega, Rebecca A. Field, Johanne 
T. Mahon, Catherine Hanna, Lisa L. 
Tucker, Marrissa A. Leazott and Lau- 
ra J. Pimental, five years. 
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West Brookfield Historical Com- 
mission is pleased to announce its 
2021, 10th annual scholarship in the 
amount of $2,000. Qualified students 
must reside in West Brookfield and 
may attend Quaboag Regional Mid- 
dle High School, or be school choice 
students, home-schooled students 
and independent school students. 

This award is made _ possible 
through the J. Irving and Jane L. En- 
gland Charitable Trust. 

Students must be planning to at- 
tend either a four-year college, or a 
two-year college with the intent to 
transfer into a four-year degree pro- 
gram. The Commission will show 
preference to students with plans for 
a concentration on history and his- 
tory-related areas. Major or minors 
may include political science, social 


Historical Commission 
scholarship open until April 8 


studies, anthropology, archaeolo- 
gy, historical preservation, museum 
studies and education in these related 
fields. 

Applicants must submit a brief 
essay based on one of the notable 
persons or significant places listed 
on the application. All necessary in- 
formation will be found on the West 
Brookfield Historical Commission 
website at http://westbrookfield.org. 

All applicants will have until April 
8, to turn in their scholarship appli- 
cation and essay. 

They may email it to info@west- 
brookfield.org, or mail it to West 
Brookfield Historical Commission, 
PO Box 372, W. Brookfield, MA 
01585. 

QRMHS student awards will be 
announced at the awards presenta- 
tion on June 2. 
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Tri-Parish Community 
Church news 


NEW BRAINTREE — Have you ever given 
thought to who Saint Patrick actually was? Well, 
thanks to a lot of research by Deacon Ginny Rich, 
the Tr-Parish Community Church service on Sun- 
day, March 20, at the New Braintree Congregational 
Church, learned of an inspired Christian preacher; 
a man of legend; a man of myth; and, a man whose 
dedication to converting the early Irish has lasted for 


This Sunday, March 28, the service will be led by 
Rev. Kathleen Fitzgibbons, who will be assisted by 
Jennifer Pollard, at the New Braintree Congregational 
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Ware River Valley chaplaincy program available 


WARE — The Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task Force offers 
domestic violence victims and survivors 
a program with one-on-one counseling 
with a chaplain, who has received train- 
ing on domestic violence and other re- 
lated issues. 

In 2013, recognizing the central 
role that faith and spirituality play in 
the lives of many domestic violence 
victims and survivors, the Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence Task Force 
launched an interfaith initiative on 
domestic violence. In 2018, after years 
of reflection, outreach and training in 
the community, Task Force members 
became aware of the need for one-on- 
one spiritual support for victims and 
survivors, many of whom both rely on 
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their spirituality for strength, and are 
separated from their faith community 
or spiritual practice as a result of abuse. 
The program’s mission 1s to support 
the spiritual well-being of victims and 
survivors of domestic violence in the 
Ware River Valley by providing trained 
lay and ordained domestic violence 
chaplains who can provide spiritual 
support to survivors regardless of their 
individual faith or spiritual tradition. 
Trained chaplains are available to 
meet, talk or text with victims or sur- 
vivors. Chaplains might help a survi- 
vor reconnect with their own spiritual 
strength, tradition or practice, or they 
may simply offer insights and support 
after listening to a survivor describe 
their spiritual background and/or cur- 


rent needs. Chaplains can also offer 
prayers for survivors upon request 
Above all, chaplains are trained to fol- 
low the lead of the survivor, to honor 
the variety of faiths and spiritual prac- 
tices survivors may bring forward, and 
to maintain safety and confidentiality. 
Chaplains receive 25 hours of train- 
ing on domestic violence prior to join- 
ing the program, including training on 
sensitive issues such as sexual abuse and 
coercion that arise in the context of do- 
mestic violence. Chaplains also receive 
on-going training once they have joined 
the program as well as monthly peer su- 
pervision and consultation groups. This 
program is not ‘confessional’ in nature. 
If confessional services are requested, 
an appropriate referral will be made. 


Friday, March 26, 2021 PAGE 3 





After three meetings, survivors are 
strongly encouraged to also work with 
a domestic violence advocate. Chap- 
lains meet regularly with advocates, 
and are available to meet with a survi- 
vor and advocate together. 

A referral for a chaplain can be 
made by contacting the BHN Domes- 
tic Violence Supervisor at 413-750- 
8053 or 413-967-6241, ext. 122, or by 
contacting the Task Force directly at 
wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com or 413- 
758-0605. 

Chaplains are either ordained or 
sponsored by an ordained faith leader 
from a faith community. 

To learn more about the program, 
contact the Task Force at wrvdvtask- 
force@gmail.com. 





“Preserving our Memories” 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Thanks 
to a grant received from the Massachu- 
setts Board of Library Commissioners 
and the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, the Haston Library is offering 
several virtual programs and workshops 
focused on “Preserving Our Memo- 
ries: Virtual Programming for Distance 
Learning.” 

It is the library’s hope that participants 
will be motivated to find new ways to pre- 
serve their memories for future genera- 
tions. Mark your calendars now for these 
great programs. 

Digital Scrapbooking for adults, will 


be held on April 13, at 7 p.m. Using FOR- 
EVER software, create a photobook of 
memories. FOREVER is the secure, pri- 
vate family network where people save, 
organize and share their lives and memo- 
ries today, tomorrow, and for generations. 

Led by FOREVER ambassador, 
Lindie Wessling, participants will be able 
to set up their free account before the 
workshop, and create a photobook with 
a $20 new account coupon. 

Book Making: with explosive and 
quiet words and images (Art Journaling 
workshop) for youth 8 to 18, will be held 
April 21 and 22, at 4 p.m. Participants 


programs offered by library 


will be able to make a journal, then fill it 
with their own art and ideas. Led by local 
artist Theresa Monteith. All registrants 
will receive a packet of art supplies need- 
ed for this workshop. 

Memoir Writing for adults Leader and 
date will be scheduled at a future date. 

History, Day by Day, will be held on 
Tuesday, May 4, at 7 p.m. It will be a pre- 
sentation by Amy Hietala, librarian at the 
Old Sturbridge Village Research Library. 
She will talk about the diaries, journals 
and other manuscripts in the OSV collec- 
tions. 

All the programs will take place 


through Zoom. To register for any of 
these programs, please send an email to: 
ilnb@cwmars.org, specifying the title of 
the program(s) in the subject line. The 
library will send you the Zoom link and 
any other necessary program information 
a week before the program takes place. 
We hope that everyone will participate. 

The Virtual Programming for Dis- 
tance Learning grant program is funded 
through CARES Act funding to the Fed- 
eral Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and is administered by the Mas- 
sachusetts Board of Library Commis- 
sioners. 





Scholarship drive in final push 


GILBERTVILLE — St. Aloysius 
Catholic School is in the final days of 
its 2021-2022 scholarship drive. The 
school has been blessed with a pledge 
of $35,000 in matching funds and is 
hopeful of reaching a full match this 
year. 

“Last year, the scholarship drive 
raised slightly less than $25,000. With 
matching funds, a total of $49,858 was 
divided up to reduce tuitions for each 
of our 62 students. Currently, with the 
scholarship, it costs $2,800 a year fora 
returning family’s first student in kin- 
dergarten through eighth-grade, with 
a discount for siblings and a premium 
for the five-day preschool program. 
This equates to as low as $20 per day,” 
said Roberta McQuaid, the school’s 
director. 

Tuition rates will be set for the 
2021-2022 school year after the drive 


ends. The school serves students in 
preschool through eighth-grade, and 
has waiting lists for some classes. 

For more information about St. 
Aloysius Catholic School or to make a 
tax-deductible donation by credit card 
that will be matched dollar for dollar 
to the Scholarship Fund, please visit 
the “Support” section of www.staloy- 
sluscs.com. 

Donations can also be mailed to St. 
Aloysius Catholic School, P.O. Box 
522, Gilbertville, MA 01031, noting 
“Scholarship Fund” on the memo line. 
Donations to the Scholarship Fund 
received prior to March 31 will help 
reduce tuition rates for the 2021-2022 
school year. 

For more information email Rober- 
ta McQuaid, director, at rmcquaid@ 
staloysiuscatholicschool.com or call 
the school at 413-477-1268. 





The Call of Kilimanjaro with 
Jeff Belanger on Zoom 


WARREN — On Thursday, April 8, 
at 6 p.m., Jeff Belanger, will give an hon- 
est and engaging account of one ama- 
teur hiker’s journey to spiritual transfor- 
mation as he climbs 19,341 feet to the 
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro—Afri- 
ca’s highest peak. 

After his brother-in-law, Chris, 
passed away, author Jeff Belanger made 
the decision to take the trip of a lifetime, 
both in honor of Chris and in pursuit 
of clarity about his own life and goals. 
“The Call of Kilimanjaro” is a day-by- 
day record of Belanger’s ascent to the 
peak of Africa’s highest mountain. 

is an author, podcaster, storyteller, 
adventurer and explorer of the unex- 


plained. He’s written more than a dozen 
books that have been published in six 
languages, he’s the Emmy-nominated 
host, writer, and producer of the New 
England Legends series on PBS and 
Amazon Prime, he provides programs 
and lectures to audiences all over the 
world, and he’s been the writer and re- 
searcher for every episode of Ghost Ad- 
ventures on the Travel Channel. 

It will be offered on Zoom and those 
interested should register for the event 
at jeffbelanger.com. 

This program is sponsored by the 
Warren Public Library with a grant 
from the Warren Cultural Council and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Haston Library Book Group’s 
March meeting will take place on 
March 30, at 7 p.m., via Zoom. The 
group will be discussing “The World 
Without Us,” by Alan Weisman. 
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Haston Library Book Group 
meets via Zoom on March 30 


Copies are available in the library, 
so come in and get one. In April the 
group will be reading poetry, so stay 
tuned. Call the library at 508-867- 
0208 for more information and the 
Zoom link. 
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guest column 


Claiming Social 
Security now to 
preserve savings 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: One of SOCIAL 
the big pieces of SECURITY 
the Social Security MATTERS 


puzzle that everyone seems 

to miss 1s the protection of other retirement 
funds. If I did not take Social Security, I 
would have to dip into my retirement sav- 
ings to fund the early part of my retirement. 
I took Social Security at my full retirement 
age rather than wait, so I am preserving my 
retirement account that has historically been 
getting 8 to 9% interest over the last 30 years. 
Social Security will never give me anything 
close to those returns. Signed: Smart Investor 

Dear Smart Investor: You are, of course, 
correct that preservation of retirement sav- 
ings 1s important. It’s also correct that every- 
one’s personal financial situation 1s different. 
If your retirement nest egg has historically 
provided a return of 8 to9% over the last 30 
years and will continue to do so, then I be- 
lieve you made the right choice by claiming 
at your full retirement age (FRA), and pre- 
serving those high-return investments. 

But many are not as fortunate as you and 
have their nest egg sitting in low-interest 
IRAs and bank savings accounts, and those 
folks may have a different perspective. They 
may choose an option to delay claiming So- 
cial Security to get a higher monthly bene- 
fit, mitially using some of their low-return 
savings, but allowing them to preserve their 
overall savings much further into their re- 
tirement because of a higher Social Security 
benefit. And most often, continuing to work 
provides them added ability to delay claim- 
ing Social Security to get that higher benefit. 

Personally, I do not advocate withdraw- 
ing from retirement funds in lieu of claiming 
Social Security. But I do suggest that waiting 
past FRA to claim a higher benefit may be 
wiser than claiming earlier and investing the 
Social Security money, trying to beat the 8% 
yearly benefit growth realized by waiting to 
claim. It’s an unfortunate reality that high-re- 
turn/low-risk investments are very difficult to 
find these days, and most seniors are loathe 
to put their money in high-risk investments 
to get higher returns. 

Again, everyone’s situation is different, 
and each must choose based upon their own 
circumstances. Many who contact us about 
their Social Security options intend to con- 
tinue working beyond their full retirement 
age. Those folks might adopt a strategy 
where they delay past their FRA to get a 
higher Social Security benefit for the rest of 
their life, made possible because they are still 
working and earning (rather than withdraw- 
ing from investments). If they’re in good 
health and will achieve at least average life 
expectancy, they will not only enjoy a much 
higher monthly benefit, but they'll also re- 
ceive more in cumulative lifetime benefits by 
waiting longer to claim Social Security. 

Finally, often lost in the argument to 
claim at or after FRA is that, for a married 
couple, a surviving spouse receives 100% 


Please see SECURITY, page 5 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Fun with houseplants 


ust about a month ago I de- TN 
J sie to re-pot a number of 

my “houseplants.” I figured 
the timing was good, since before 
too long the plants would be re- 
sponding to longer days with in- 
creased growth. They would rel- 
ish new soil and more room for 
their roots to sprawl in the bigger 
pots I would provide. While I 
have never really felt that my out- 
door “green thumb” has trans- 
ferred to indoor plants, ’ve managed not to 
kill enough of them so that one morning of 
February vacation was spent with my hands 
in potting soil liberating them from a fate of 
being root bound in the same tired soil. 

One of my favorite houseplants is the 
Gerber daisy. Most people think of this 
plant as a summer annual, and it technically 
is here in the northeast, but frugal Yankees 
(i.e. Mom and I) have been keeping them 
alive through the winter for years now. Its 
pretty pastel daisy-type flowers remind me 
of those the prankster clowns use to squirt 
water in the faces of unsuspecting folks. In 
our house we call it the “happy plant.” I 
had three good-sized pots of them, all with 
tired soil. It showed by how yellow-green the 
leaves were. I moistened my compost-based 
Coast of Maine potting soil and proceeded 
to pry the plants apart, giving the divisions 
a fresh pot and a splash of liquid fertilizer 
once back on the windowsill. Iam happy to 
say I now have one flower and a few others 
awaiting in the crown! Success! 

Three other plants typically grown as 
annuals were saved from winter’s chill and 
brought indoors as an experiment. One was 
a lobelia plant that grew in a ceramic pot 
by my front door all summer. Usually lobe- 
lias peter out during the dog days, but this 
newer variety kept right on blooming right 
through the heat. For the fun of it, I cut it 
back in late October and put it, pot and all 
in my mud room. Lo and behold, it started 
to grow. I provided it with light, some fresh 
soil and said liquid fertilizer, and it 1s ac- 
tually sporting a few blossoms right now. I 
am only hoping it will be happy indoors for 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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several more weeks; thankfully 
lobelias are fairly cold hardy so I 
can probably get it outside earlier 
than most flowering plants. 

Another annual I overwin- 
tered is heliotrope. Given to me 
as a gift last summer, its purple, 
vanilla-baby powder — scented 
flowers provided a olfactory pick- 
me-up whenever needed. Admit- 
tedly, this plant struggled over 
the winter but with fresh soil and 
a brighter window it is thriving once more. 
The same goes for a coleus that I got from a 
my friend Jean a year and a half ago. I de- 
cided take cuttings of all three to increase 
my coffers and happily both the coleus and 
the lobelia have rooted. It’s been tricky to 
keep the almost furry heliotrope leaves from 
wilting while awaiting roots. More research 
necessary there. 

Late last spring I made a mixed planter 
with succulent type plants for my porch. I 
used what I had, including two tiny kala- 
choe plants rescued from where I don’t re- 
call. They looked so pathetic that I planted 
them almost in the same hole to make one 
decent-sized plant. But alas, in just three 
months of good soil and a warm porch they 
tripled in size and by February were full of 
aphids. After a soapy bath they were sepa- 
rated, each given their own pot. Now, one 
has flower buds! I have read that kalanchoes 
are easy to propagate. Simply take a cutting 
of terminal growth two to three inches long, 
stripping off all but the top 2 or 3 leaves. Al- 
low the stem to callus and then insert into a 
free-draining type of potting soil, one com- 
prised of peat moss and perlite is ideal. Be- 
gin checking for roots in about a month. 

Another plant that faced true liberation 
a month ago was an amaryllis that I re- 
ceived in a fancy clear container. The bulb 
was waxed, or maybe even covered in some 
kind of plastic. Hard to tell.. All you had 
to do was put it on the shelf, no potting up 
required. Something did not set well with 
me about this fancy new modus...they want 
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Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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less in length, and guest 
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and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
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the person submitting 
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his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
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attacks, or defamation 
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QUABOAG 


CURRENT 


THE QUABOAG CURRENT (USPS# 
10860) is published weekly (every 
Friday) by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Telephone at 413-283- 
8393 or fax at 413-289-1977. 
Periodical Postage Prices are Paid 
at Palmer, MA. 

POSTMASTER: Please send 
address changes to: Quaboag 
Current, 24 Water Street, Palmer, 


MA 01069. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Eileen Kennedy 
ekennedy@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Dan Flynn, Tim Mara 
and Lisa Marulli 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@QuaboagCurrent 


WEB 
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 








Connect with 
us online 





Quaboag Current 


Newspaper 


For the weeks of March | to 14, the 
East Brookfield Police Department re- 
sponded to 97 building/property checks, 
10 directed/area patrol, four radar 
assignments, two motor vehicle acci- 
dents, eight animal calls, 17 emergency 
911 calls, one identity theft/fraud, one 
complaint, one burglary (breaking and 
entering), four safety hazards and 17 
motor vehicle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield. 


Monday, March 1 
11:02 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Rice Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 
11:30 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Howe Street — Services Rendered 


Tuesday, March 2 
12:08 a.m. 911 — Fire, Other Podunk 
Road — Could Not Locate 
1:03 a.m. Phone — Fire, Other Po- 
dunk Road — Services Rendered 
8:51 p.m. 911 —Safety Hazard North 
Brookfield Road — Removed Hazard 


Wednesday, March 3 

12:34 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

8:44 a.m. 911 — Safety Hazard Howe 
Street — Taken/Referred to Other Agen- 
cy 

2:21 p.m. Walk-in — Identity Theft/ 
Fraud Adams Road — Services Rendered 


Saturday, March 5 
5:05 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Acci- 
dent North Brookfield Road — Trans- 
ported to Hospital 


SECURITY from page 4 


of the benefit the deceased spouse 
was receiving at death. That surviving 
spouse benefit will either be a smaller 
FRA amount or a larger (e.g., age 70) 
amount, depending upon when the 
higher earning spouse claimed. Point 1s, 
if you are married, when you claim may 
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East Brookfield Police Log 


Sunday, March 6 
1:05 p.m. 911 — Fire, Snowmobile 
Pleasant Street — Extinguished 


Tuesday, March 9 
2:35 p.m. 911 — Fire, Brush West 
Main Street — Extinguished 


Thursday, March 11 

6:10 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Lashaway Drive — Services Rendered 

8:05 p.m. Phone — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Harrington Street — Written 
Warning 

11:34 pm. Phone — Assist Other 
Agency West Main Street — Arrest(s) 
Made 

Arrest: Kolyn J. Crossley, Oakham 

Operating Under the Influence of 
Alcohol; Reckless Operation of Motor 
Vehicle; Marked Lanes 

11:35 p.m. Phone— Complaint Across 
from Flagg Road — Gone on Arrival 


Friday, March 12 
11:06 a.m. 911 — Fire, Brush Podunk 
Road — Extinguished 
3:54 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
11:47 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Adams Road — Transported to Hospital 


Saturday, March 13 
7:50 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
West Main Street — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


Sunday, March 14 
2:52 p.m. Radio — Burglary (Break- 
ing and Entering) East Main Street — In- 
vestigated 


also affect your spouse’s survivor ben- 
efit, so life expectancy of both spouses 
should always be included in the deci- 
sion on when to claim. In any case, from 
what you've written I believe that your 
choice to claim at your FRA in order to 
preserve your high-return investments 
was a prudent move for your personal 
circumstances. And I admire the careful 
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Fire Marshal announces no child 
deaths in fires for two years 


STOW — There have been no deaths 
of children in fires over the last two 
years, and state officials are credit- 
ing education programs as one of the 
prime reasons for that statistic. 

“On January 8, 2021, I announced 
that for the first time on record, there 
had been zero child fire deaths in a cal- 
endar year,” State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey said. “Today (March 18) 
marks a new milestone. It has been 
two whole years since a child has died 
in a fire in Massachusetts.” The last 
fire that claimed a child’s life occurred 
on March 16, 2019, in Pittsfield. 

“T attribute this record-breaking 
milestone to the 26 years of the Stu- 
dent Awareness of Fire Education 
Program (S.A.FE.). Firefighters and 
classroom teachers have raised a fire 
safe generation of children by teach- 
ing key fire safety lessons in an age-ap- 
propriate manner that fits with the 
state’s curriculum frameworks,” said 
Ostroskey. 

“The collaboration between fire- 
fighter-educators and _ classroom 
teachers has made fire safety acces- 
sible to our youngsters who brought 


these messages home to their families. 
Thank you,” Fire Chief Michael New- 
bury, president of the Fire Chiefs’ As- 
sociation of Massachusetts said. 

So far this year, there have been 
12 fire deaths and 75% of the victims 
were people over 65. “Regardless of 
your age, make sure you have work- 
ing smoke alarms that are less than 
10-years-old on every level of your 
home and practice your home escape 
plan,” said Ostroskey. “You may only 
have one to three minutes to escape a 
typical house fire before being over- 
come by toxic gases and extreme heat.” 

Building on the success of the Stu- 
dent Awareness of the Fire Education 
(S.A.FE.) Program, the state created 
the Senior SAFE Program to reduce 
fire deaths among what is now the 
most vulnerable population — seniors. 
People over 65 account for nearly 
half of all fire deaths in the common- 
wealth. 

Both the S.A.FE. and Senior SAFE 
Programs provide grants to local fire 
departments to collaborate with local 
schools and senior service agencies to 
provide fire safety education. 
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thought you put into that decision. 
This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 


affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda- 
tion.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor for AMAC. 
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needs two for every street crossing, to 
cover each side. He said the Highway 
Department has some at the salt shed. 
Kiley said they have a lot of “double 
poles” in town, where National Grid 
or Verizon have replaced an older pole 
with a taller one and left the original 
pole adjacent to the new one. Tripp 
said they have 51 double poles, and 
some have been there for as long as 10 
years. The board agreed that it would 
be helpful to work with National Grid 
and Verizon to remove these double 
poles and find use for them along the 
Rail Trail. Administrative Assistant 
Ashley Barre said she has a contact for 
Verizon and National Grid. She said 
they are both slated to attend an up- 
coming pole hearing. 


CARES Act funds 
Barre said they had one request 
from the school for speech therapy 
compensation. The request was ap- 
proved by the board. 


Transfers approved 
A request for the transfer of $2,300 
from the technology expense account 
to pay for an appraisal of the Dono- 
van Road property was approved. This 
request was previously approved by 
the Finance Committee. The board 


also approved the transfer of money 
from the Salem estate to pay for four 
invoices from North Brookfield EMS. 
The Salem estate donated funds to be 
used by North Brookfield EMS, for 
any needs they may have. 


Easter basket giveaway 

The National Honor Society will 
be hosting an Easter basket giveaway 
at the park, using the same traffic flow 
as the Santa Parade. Members of the 
NHS will stand while cars will drive 
past them to receive their Easter bas- 
kets. Police Chief Mark Smith and 
Fire Chief Joseph Holway both re- 
viewed the traffic plan and approved. 
The board approved the request. 


Police Department reports 

Tripp read the Police Department’s 
monthly reports from January and Feb- 
ruary. The February report announced 
the resignation of Officer James Early. 
Early, who has been with the North 
Brookfield Police Department for one 
year, accepted the lieutenant position 
on the Warren Police Department. 

Police Chief Mark Smith reported 
that in February, Sgt. David Churchey 
and Sgt. Christopher Donais both at- 
tended the FBI-LEEDA Training, Su- 
pervisor Leadership Institute, the first 
part in a trilogy of trainings. 


Water Department contract 
The board voted to approve the 
Water Department’s annual contract 
renewal with SOLitude Lake Manage- 
ment to treat the water. 


Complete Streets 

master planning services agreement 

Board of Selectman Chairman 
Dale Kiley said the Finance Commit- 
tee approved the cost of Task One, for 
$10,800, from their unanticipated costs. 
He said this is the first step in getting 
Complete Streets grants. They will send 
the agreement to town counsel to make 
sure that it only applies to Task One. 


CDBG extension 

Barre said the pandemic caused a 
delay for home improvements under the 
Community Block Development Grant 
and that they were seeking an extension 
to complete the work covered under the 
grant. There is roughly $3,980 remain- 
ing in the grant. The board approved 
the extension. 


Park completion 

Tripp said they could use at least 
$4,000 to finish the park and have grass 
put in when the ground is thawed. He 
said that amount includes unpaid bills 
that need to be paid on the project. 
Tripp said donations are needed. Tripp 
said electricity is about $40 a month on 


average, and that money comes from 
street lighting. 


Public comment 

Brandon Avery said he walked at the 
new town forest parcel and said there 
are several cleared spots and there is a 
nice view of the pond and the backside 
of the old Wolcott mill dam. Avery said 
he wanted to propose naming it Wolcott 
Woods. Tripp said they were thinking 
about Brickyard Park, but nothing 1s 
official. He told Avery he would love to 
hear some history on the Wolcott’s. The 
parcel of land was taken by the town 
for nonpayment of taxes and is over 
29 acres, located near the Rail Trail off 
Brickyard Road. Tripp said they plan to 
add trails to the parcel. Avery said it 1s 
a “very nice piece of property,” and he 
was glad the town saved it. 


Other business 

Kiley said there have not been any 
positive COVID-19 cases reported re- 
cently. 

Kiley said he was asked to announce 
that excise taxes are now past due. De- 
mands have been issued and they are 
due March 30. Water demands are out 
and were due March 22. Sewer bills are 
mailed and due April 1. Dog licenses are 
also due April 1. 

The board then went into executive 
session. 
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“While the bank has seen great suc- 
cess, the leadership team is eager to do 
more and evolve to keep pace with the 
changing technology and trends. The 
banking industry has changed over the 
years at a rapid pace, one with which, 
we must keep up with. It’s the next chap- 
ter in banking. “I am excited to leverage 
the traditions of the past with an eye on 
advancing technology and digital ca- 
pabilities moving into the future,” said 
Bernasconi. 

“We are fortunate to have someone 


of Marco’s caliber and experience to 
lead the bank. We are at a critical mo- 
ment and we need new and fresh lead- 
ership to not only continue our good 
work but to take advantage of the mar- 
ket opportunities ahead. With Marco’s 
proven track record of execution, his 
strong communication skills and lead- 
ership capabilities, we are confident in 
the future of North Brookfield Savings 
Bank,” said Boulanger. 

Bernasconi is looking forward to the 
future and getting to know not only 
his internal team, but the community 
members as well. “I have spent my ca- 
reer preparing for this opportunity. I’m 
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fortunate to have worked with hundreds 
of community financial institutions 
and look forward to leveraging all this 
experience in the communities that we 
serve,’ he said. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank is a 
mutual savings bank with full-service 
branches in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, 
Belchertown, Palmer and Three Rivers 
Village of Palmer. 

NBSB offers a wide variety of de- 
posit and loan products for individuals 
and businesses throughout Central and 
Western Massachusetts and has been a 
steadfast supporter of the communities 


in which it serves since 1854. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank re- 
cently announced they received a 5-Star 
Superior rating from BauerFinancial. 
The bank has earned and maintained 
this 5-star rating for 100 consecutive 
quarters, which means that North 
Brookfield Savings Bank qualifies for an 
elite designation of a “Sustained Supe- 
riority Bank.” This status is reserved for 
the top 10% of the nation’s banks, those 
that have maintained BauerFinancial’s 
highest 5-Star rating longer than 90% of 
the industry. All deposits are insured by 
the FDIC and the Depositors Insurance 
Fund. 
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you to throw it away afterwards! But I 
kept my comment to myself, thanked 
the person who gave it to me and 
watched as it bloomed, nicely, but on 
a shorter stem than what I am used to. 
Once the flowers had passed it looked as 
though another stem wanted to put out 
flower buds, but it just sort of sat there. 
I decided I would operate, gently peel- 
ing the wax off the bulb. After planting 
in potting soil the amaryllis did bloom 
and has since put out healthy white 
roots this last month. Next it will grow 
a healthy crop of foliage then go dor- 


mant before blooming again next fall/ 
winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and ex- 
periment with my “houseplants.” May- 
be I’ve had some success because not all 
of them were intentioned for the house 
all along. Or maybe my luck is chang- 
ing! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position of 
staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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90 Avocado 7 
Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 





@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 


SPORTS 


Cougars hit the gridiron 





Several Quaboag players combine on a defensive tackle. 


A 


Derrick Shepherd drops back for a handoff after receiving the snap. 


sports@turley.com 


- 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Last Saturday morning, Quaboag High School football returned to action at home against Oxford High School. Oxford scored late in 
the second quarter and would end up taking the win 14-0. Brendan Burke makes a tackle on an Oxford ball carrier. 





Drew Martinez punts the ball away. 








Purse structure announced for 2021 


WATERBURY, VT and 
NAPLES, ME -- Ameri- 
can-Canadian Tour (ACT) and 
Pro All Star Series (PASS) offi- 
cials have announced the purse 
structure for the five weekly 
divisions set for competition at 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park in 2021. 

A total of nearly $24,000 
in posted awards have been set 
to be distributed to the Suno- 
co Modifieds, Late Models, 
SK Light Modifieds, Limited 
Sportsman, and Mini Stocks 


at each event. All five divisions 
will compete as part of the six- 
race oval track event schedule 
at Thompson, which begins 
with the annual Icebreaker on 
April 10 and 11. The schedule 
also includes four Wednes- 
day night races in the sum- 
mer (June 16, July 7, Aug. 11 
and Sept. 15) and the Sunoco 
World Series (Oct. 8 to 10). 
“When Tom (Mayberry) 
and I agreed to take on this role 
at Thompson, one of our pri- 
orities was posting a fair purse 


for all divisions,” ACT manag- 
ing partner Cris Michaud said. 
“T raced for 20+ years, and I 
experienced firsthand the value 
of an extra dollar. We’ve put 
together a competitive struc- 
ture that rewards everyone who 
shows up and will help teams 
get their cars to the track.” 
The roar of the Sunoco 
Modifieds will return to the 
high-banks with drivers chas- 
ing a $1,500 winning prize for 


Please see , page 8 





Information has been released for racing purses for the 2021 season. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 





Valley Wheel Baseball 
seeking new talent 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The regular 
season 1s just a month away 
and the members of the Val- 
ley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League are excited to be play- 
ing baseball again. 

Last year, the season was 
cancelled once parks were 
closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

An attempt was made by 
commissioner Jim Nason 
to hold a short season once 
modified rules for activity 
were allowed, but there was 
not enough interest to keep 
the league operating. 

Now, the league is gear- 
ing for a full season, but be- 
tween circumstances chang- 


ing during the pandemic and 
the modifications currently 
in place for sports The league 
is definitely in need of more 
baseball talent. 

Nason is hoping “quar- 
antine fatigue” and the need 
to get outdoors and get ac- 
tive will draw new players to 
tryouts when they start next 
weekend. 

Tryouts for the league will 
take place Saturday, April 3, 
and the next two Sundays, 
April 11 and 18. 

There are normally six 
teams in the league and the 
hope is to continue to have 
that tradition as players be- 
gin to make their way out to 
the fields The normal Valley 


Please see , page 8 
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WESTFIELD — The eight Mas- 
sachusetts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MASCAC) Presidents an- 
nounced today that they have approved 
a plan to have competition for the spring 
sports of baseball, men’s golf, women’s 
lacrosse, softball and men’s and women’s 
outdoor track and field. The presidents 
have also approved the continuation of 
practice for fall and winter MASCAC 
teams subject to health and safety, test- 
ing and tracing protocols in place to 
limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

“The MASCAC continues to meet 
regularly with the presidents, athlet- 
ic directors, athletic trainers and oth- 
er essential staff as we bring our stu- 
dent-athletes back to the playing field, 
safely, while adhering to all state, federal 
and NCAA guidelines,” said MASCAC 
Commissioner Angela Baumann. “It 
is our intention to have these athletic 
events as long as the conditions allow us 
to move forward safely. The MASCAC 
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office and eight MASCAC Presidents 
will be monitoring practices and com- 
petition to ensure the continued health 
and safety of our student-athletes and 
staff.” 

It will remain the decision of each 
member institution to determine if they 
can safely participate in intercollegiate 
athletics this spring and in which sports 
they will permit competition. These 
decisions will be made in consultation 
with campus health professionals and 
the MASCAC Commissioner. 

The presidents have approved a con- 
ference schedule where the institutions 
will play the same school each week in 
baseball, softball and women’s lacrosse. 
In addition, the membership has ap- 
proved a men’s golf and outdoor track 
and field championship. Additionally, 
the presidents have authorized institu- 
tions to schedule non-conference con- 
tests, provided all non-conference teams 
follow prescribed MASCAC health and 


College conference moves forward with competition 


safety guidance and protocols. Institu- 
tions will not be traveling to compete 
against teams out of state. 

As the MASCAC teams continue 
to participate in athletic activities, it is 
the continued responsibility of all stu- 
dent-athletes and staff to stay diligent in 
their safety efforts on and off the field 
of play. Individual member institutions 
reserve the right to halt competition if 
the health of the campus community 1s 
put at risk. In the event of an increase 
of COVID-related cases on any of our 
campuses, the schedules may be adjust- 
ed, which might include stoppage of 
play. 

“The presidents are excited to move 
forward with plans for spring sports 
competition,” said Massachusetts Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts President James 
Birge, Chair of the MASCAC Council 
of Presidents. “As we plan for spring 
sports competition, we will continue to 
fine-tune protocols to ensure the safety 





of student-athletes, coaches, staff and 
the campus communities,” said Presi- 
dent Birge. 

Consistent with state restrictions on 
gathering limits, spectators will not be 
permitted at MASCAC contests at this 
time. This policy may be revisited for 
outdoor sports if conditions improve 
and subject to state and local health au- 
thorities’ guidance. For the enjoyment 
of family, friends and fans of our stu- 
dent-athletes, the MASCAC will contin- 
ue to livestream contests on MASCAC., 
tv. 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic 
year, the MASCAC will be celebrating 
its’ 50th anniversary with special fea- 
tures, facts and trivia commemorating 
the event. Our conference has a rich his- 
tory of success on the playing field and 
in the classroom. Over the academic 
year, the conference will be highlighting 
the student-athletes, teams, coaches, and 
administrators from the last 50 years. 





RACING from page 7 


their 30-lap feature races. With $900 
on the line for second, $600 for third 
and $200 to start each race, the Sunoco 
Modified purse itself rises over $8,500. 
Some of the top names in local Modi- 
fied racing are expected to compete, in- 
cluding Keith Rocco, who looks to con- 
tinue his dominance of the competitive 
class on Thompson’s 0.625-mile oval. 
Other names expected for the opener 1n- 
clude Troy Talman, a former Thompson 
winner. 

The Late Models, which will again 
follow ACT Tour rules — including the 
addition of the new Hoosier tire — will 
chase $1,200 to win. As part of a purse 
better than $7,000 throughout the field, 


BASEBALL from page 7 


Wheel season is 15 games beginning 
April 25 this year and going until the 
end of July. The league plays nine-in- 
ning games, allowing all participants an 
opportunity to get plenty of at-bats and 
lots of time in the field. 

The top four teams in the league 
make the playoffs and the semifinals 
and finals are held in the first two weeks 
of August. The schedule also features a 
couple of weeknights games and a spe- 
cial Mother’s Day weekend Saturday 
game. 

There are still modified rules for adult 
baseball under the Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, which requires 
mask-wearing, social distancing when 
possible, and no spitting among the 
habit baseball players are not allowed to 
engage in. While the game play is large- 
ly the same, the mask-wearing rule was 
one that was the subject of controversy 


B 
Opticians 
& 
Hearing 
Aid Center 
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Call for an Appointment 978-355-2191 
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Spring In & 9 
Schedule Your 


Eye Exam 


Accepting New Patients 


Late Model drivers will open the season 
with a 40-lap special at the Icebreaker. 
They will continue to thrill Thompson 
fans with some of the top competitors 
from across New England. Names like 
Woody Pitkat, who swept both races in 
2020, along with Nick Johnson, defend- 
ing ACT Tour Rookie of the Year Derek 
Gluchacki and more will be in compe- 
tition. 

The Limited Sportsman are set to 
return with a purse over $3,000 of their 
own and $350 on the line to win. Known 
as one of the most exciting divisions 
at Thompson each year, the Limited 
Sportsman keep fans on the edge of 
their seat with two, and often three-wide 
action throughout the field. 

Early entries for the season include 


last summer and ultimately led to the 
cancellation of the shortened season. 

With vaccinations in Massachusetts 
clearing one million people and the state 
entering Phase 4 of the re-opening plan 
earlier this week, Nason is hopeful the 
restrictions will ease as the season goes 
on, especially as it relates to gathering. 

Comradery is one of the staples of 
the league, which has usually included 
tailgating after games. That is a practice 
that will also have to be on hold until 
restrictions lift. 

For more information on getting 
involved in adult baseball, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. To play in 
the league, you must be 28-years-old 
before June 1. In order to participate 
in the league as a pitcher, you must be 
30-years-old before June |. Players can 
participate in at least one of the three 
tryouts dates, usually held at Blunt 
Park, and then a draft 1s held prior to 
the start of the season. 


former Thompson champions Kyle 
Gero and Larry Barnett, along with 
former Seekonk Speedway Sportsman 
champion Corey Fanning. At the Ice- 
breaker, Limited Sportsman drivers may 
also take the opportunity to compete in 
a 8-Cylinder Open Street Stock open on 
Saturday, which pays $1,000 to win. 

Rising over $3,000, the SK Light 
Modified purse includes another $350 
to win, with $250 for second and a 
strong distribution of funds throughout 
the field. As a division that puts some of 
the youth of Modified racing and veter- 
ans together, it’s expected to be another 
stout year. 

The Mini Stock thunder will return 
to Thompson with feature races set for 
$200 to win and over $1,600 in present- 


ed awards. Early entries for the season 
include Thompson veterans Russ Bar- 
boza, Tommy Silva and former division 
champion Steve Michalski. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park opens its 82nd season of oval 
track racing with the Icebreaker on 
Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 
11. The 10-division card includes the 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 for the 
Thompson Outlaw Open Modified Se- 
ries, the PASS Super Late Models, and 
five Thompson weekly divisions. The 
8-Cylinder Street Stock Open, NEMA 
Lites, and EXIT Realty Pro Truck Chal- 
lenge round out the card. An optional 
Test N’ Tune practice day is slated for 
Friday, April 9 with all Icebreaker divi- 
sions welcome. 





Valley Wheel Baseball is ready to get started again. Tryouts are set to begin on April 3. 
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6) LEGAL NOTICE 
U TOWN OF 
9 WEST BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that 
in accordance with the provi- 
sions of M.G.L Chapter 40A, 
Section 5 Adoption or change 
of zoning ordinances or 
by-laws, the West Brookfield 
Planning Board will open a 
public hearing on Monday, 
April 5, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in 


‘ 


public notice - 


West Brookfield. The Town 


the Town Hall Lower Meeting 
Room, 2 East Main Street, for 
the following application: 

To see if the Town will 
vote to amend Section 3: 
Use Regulations, by amend- 
ing Section 2.1 Classes of 
Districts; amending Section 
3.1 Basic Requirements; 
amending Section 3.2 
Schedule of Use Regulations; 
replacing Section 3.21 
Agricultural; replacing 
Section 3.22 Residential; 


replacing Section 3.23 
Commercial; replacing 
Section 3.24 Automotive 
Sales and Service Use; replac- 
ing Section 3.25 Industrial 
Use; replacing Section 3.26 
Institutional, Education, and 
Recreational Use; or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
The proposed zoning 
amendment is available for 
review at the office of the 
Town Clerk in the Town 
Hall, 2 East Main Street, 


Clerk hours are currently by 
appointment due to the Covid- 
19 pandemic. The chang- 
es are posted in the outdoor 
noticeboard at the Town Hall. 
The Board invites all interest- 
ed parties to attend and offer 
comments on the proposed 
zoning amendment. 
Rebekah Cornell 
Chairperson 
03/19, 03/26/2021 


Worcester Academy announces first semester honors 


WORCESTER — Worcester Acad- 
emy proudly announces its honor roll 
and headmaster’s list for semester | of 
the 2020-2021 school year. The hon- 
ors represent the achievements that 
each of these Worcester Academy 
students has earned through academ- 
ic excellence, challenge, and personal 
growth. 

Among the students are: 

Emma Abysalh, of Sturbridge, 
Class of 2024, second honors. 

Ryan Bonja, of Sturbridge, Class 
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of 2021, headmaster’s list. 
Dominic Brown, 
Class of 2021, first honors. 


Michael Detarando, of Fiskdale, 


Class of 2024, first honors. 


Ava Detarando, of Fiskdale, Class 


of 2025, headmaster’s list. 


Kate Gagnon, of Fiskdale, Class 


of 2023, headmaster’s list. 


Emma McCarthy, of New Brain- 
tree, Class of 2022, second honors. 
Mrotek, of Fiskdale, 


Alexandra 
Class of 2021, first honors. 


of Sturbridge, 


Nicole Pelski, of Sturbridge, Class 
of 2025, honor roll. 

Lillian Reynolds, of North Brook- 
field, Class of 2021, headmaster’s list. 

Mavrick Rizy of Fiskdale, Class of 
2023, second honors. 

Worcester Academy is an acclaimed 
independent school overlooking the 
city of Worcester. A proud commu- 
nity of explorers and collaborators, 
the schools prepares its students not 
just for college, but for life; through 
an expansive curriculum that balances 
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problem-solving with communication 
skills, independence with connection 
and hard work with fun and creativ- 
ity. The students benefit from an ex- 
periential education that expands 
their perspectives, builds their char- 
acter and deepens their understand- 
ing through community engagement 
and real-world application--enabling 
them to “Achieve the Honorable” (the 
Academy motto) with their classmates 
and peers; in the Worcester communi- 
ty; and throughout their lives. 





Justin Bellinger 


celebrates four 


years with the McCurdy Group 


STURBRIDGE — Dennis Mc- 
Curdy is pleased to acknowledge the 
four-year anniversary of Justin Bell- 
inger with the McCurdy Group. He 
joined the McCurdy team in March 
of 2017 as a commercial lines account 
manager and by November of 2017, 
he earned his property and casualty 
insurance producer license. Enthu- 
siastic and eager, Bellinger is com- 
mitted to continually advancing his 
knowledge of the insurance industry. 

Recently, he received the special- 
ty dwelling policies designation from 
Foremost Insurance, and he is in the 
process of completing the seven-part 
series toward earning the certified 
commercial lines professional desig- 
nation. 

Prior to joming the McCurdy 
Group, Bellinger was a well-known 
professional stunt driver who traveled 
the country performing for such no- 
table thrill shows as Tim Chitwood’s 
Legends Stunt Show, Tonny Peters- 
en’s Stunt Drivers, Joie Chitwood’s 
Reunion Thrill Show and Doug Dan- 
gers Stunt Show. 
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Justin Bellinger has been with the McCurdy Group, 
of Stubridge, for four years. COURTESY PHOTO 





Grasso becomes accredited 
receives through the Massachusetts 
Fire Services Commission 


STUBRIDGE — The Massachu- 
setts Fire Service Commission granted 
accreditation to Sturbridge Fire Chief 
John A. Grasso, Jr. on March 18, who 
has demonstrated the required fire ser- 
vice experience, education and certifi- 
cations for accreditation. 

This accreditation is granted 
through the Massachusetts Fire Ser- 
vice Commission, a gubernatorial-ap- 
pointed board that has established a 
process for uniform credentialing for 
the level of fire chief. 

said, “The program establishes re- 
quirements based on education, train- 
ing, and experience in areas relevant 
to serving as fire chief,” said Palmer 
Fire Chief Alan Roy, who serves as 
chair of the commission. “It estab- 
lishes benchmarks for training in fire 
and emergency service management 
so that chiefs may be better prepared 
to serve their department and their 
community.” 

The applicant’s documentation 1s 
reviewed by a subcommittee of the 
Massachusetts Fire Service Commis- 
sion to determine if the individual has 
attained a minimum level of credits 
for education, training and experience. 

“This program allows chief officers 
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to document their efforts to develop 
and maintain the skills to be an effec- 
tive leader and manager in today’s fire 
service,’ said State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey. “The process provides an 
equal opportunity for the volunteer, 
call, or full-time fire service leader to 
meet the minimum criteria for achiev- 
ing fire chief accreditation.” 

“T am dedicated to providing the 
highest level of service to this commu- 
nity and have worked hard to continue 
my education and experience to bring 
a high level of professionalism to this 
position,’ Grasso said. “I appreciate 
that this accomplishment recognizes 
my dedication to be the best fire ser- 
vice leader I can be for this commu- 
nity.” 

Credentialed participants will be 
required to renew their credentials ev- 
ery three years. The program is open 
to all members of the fire service in 
the commonwealth serving as chief 
of department. Additionally, any per- 
son holding the rank of leutenant or 
above in that department is also eligi- 
ble to apply for credentialing. Partic- 
ipation in this program is voluntary 
and all eligible personnel are encour- 
aged to participate. 
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A detail from a quilt made by Ware resident Susannah Allen Anderson Howard around 1840, on display at 


Old Sturbridge Village. 
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Old Sturbridge Village 
highlights a quilt 
from its collection, 
made by Ware 
resident Susannah 
Allen Anderson 
Howard around 1840. 





COURTESY PHOTOS 


Ware quilt from 1840s highlighted 
at Old Sturbridge Village 


STURBRIDGE -— In honor of Na- 
tional Quilting Day on Saturday, we 
are highlighting a spectacular quilt 
from the OSV Museum Collection - 
and the quilt’s maker. 

Susannah Allen Anderson Howard 
was born in Ware, Massachusetts in 
1813 to Salome Snell and Nath An- 
derson. Susannah’s early life was chal- 
lenging. By the age of 14, she had lost 
both her mother and father, and with 
the death of her uncle and grandfa- 
ther a few years after, she became her 
two younger brothers’ sole guardian. 

Like most women of the 19th cen- 
tury, Susannah later married and be- 
came a mother and homemaker. How- 
ever, Susannah was a strong woman 


and had learned much in her early 
years, including domestic skills and 
quilting techniques. 

Susannah was a brilliant quil- 
ter, displaying patience, originality, 
and a gift for technical work. This 
hand-pieced quilt, made by Susan- 
nah around 1840, has approximately 
12,000 pieces of roller-printed cotton 
with a central medallion of hexagon 
patchwork. The quilt was possibly 
made in preparation for her new life 
with Emery Howard, who she married 
in 1839. 

On paper, Susannah led an average 
life, but what she created and left be- 
hind illustrates her skill, artistry, and 
obvious love of quilting. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 








WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2Q***xee* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


ieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





a Phone: 
ce State Zips 
CX «sper week ratte = $_ _ 
LVISA 4 Discover Ld Cash lL) Check# 
a Exp.Date. = COV 

Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price __ 






icf 





WEST NORTH 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 









| NEW BRAINTREE 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


: $ 
Add athird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal = 


x Number of Weeks — 


TOTAL Enclosed 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PAVING 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Iree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 





2 POSITIONS OPEN!! Full time 
machinist with Prototrak or mill experi- 
ence. Part time clean up person. Stu- 
dents welcome. Call (413)289-0004 


CHEF AND SERVER WANTED! 
Two years experience needed. Pop- 
ular establishment. Must be available 
to work any shift. Apply in person or 
Facebook. EB Flatts, Rte 9, East 
Brookfield. 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLI- 
NICIAN II Baystate Wing Hospital 
Corporation has a position available 
in Palmer, MA to provide clinical ser- 
vices to patients, couples, and families 
in the outpatient behavioral health de- 
partment. Conduct intake interviews, 
contribute clinical impressions, make 
preliminary diagnoses, and participate 
in the development of interdisciplinary 
assessments and treatment plans. 
Collaborate with outside agencies. 
Participate in departmental and pro- 
gram meetings, program development, 
and academic training activities. Will- 
ingness to travel to additional clinical 
location in Palmer, MA as needed, 
required. Apply: Carolynn Hartman, 
BHC21, Baystate Health, 280 Chest- 
nut Street, Springfield, MA 01104. 


DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
and families who would like to open 
their home to an adult with disabili- 
ties. The goal is to place an individ- 
ual in a home where they will develop 
life skills, experience opportunities in 
the community, and feel safe with the 
support of the provider. We consider 
our providers as part of our team. We 
are committed to ensuring individuals 
are well matched with our providers 
prior to placement and offer support 
services. Providers receive a stipend 
based on the needs of the individual. If 
you are interested in more information 
contact Maureen at (413)209-7677 


2021 
TAX: TINIE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


CallForAn |{RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Taolanteme Kad, @ od wey rel aalaceyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


FAAST 





TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Federal & All States 


WISA 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


LOG YARD HELP WANTED! 
Forest products manufacturer seeks 
assistant operator for its busy Rus- 
sell, MA log concentration yard. This 
full-time position offers room to grow 
and is ideal for someone who enjoys 
working outdoors. Responsibilities in- 
clude identifying and barcoding logs by 
species; scaling, grading and sorting 
logs, debarking, moving, and loading 
logs onto trailers. Ability to identify 
North American timber species, scale 
logs, and operate heavy machinery 
and log loader highly preferred. We 
offer an open-air work environment, 
health insurance, 401k, paid time off, 
and discounted wood products. Email 
resume to info@hullforest.com or 
call (860)377-3427 


PCA POSITION AVAILABLE In 
the Palmer Area. 21 hours per week, 
very flexible, will train, $15.75 per hour. 
Contact Eddie (413)813-7226 


SALEM CROSS INN Cook Position 
Available. Application at www.salem- 
crossinn.com or send resume to info @ 
salemcrossinn.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
a Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


Ve) (eva) (e)a am red. arclale mm mlatclaleitcl mets) alslersts 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








s 


sw 


~ 
\y 


i} 
4 


YN 


~ 


, me * 


x 
1 ¢ 
¥ [ 
= 
7 
» 
ud 


zbest », 
LASSIFTEDS* 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
— 


INC. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


as 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Post your 
Is job openings 
wa | in our 
oom classifieds. 


We get results! 


© Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 


Friday, March 26, 2021 PAGE 11 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
QUABOAG CURRENT 
THE SENTINEL 
THE SUN 
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 
TOWN REMINDER 
WARE RIVER NEWS 


., turleynews 


fi TurleyPublications 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 
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Your CONNECTIO 


Sy SS eR Se SEER 45 North Main Street, Belchertown Why call the Michelle Terry 

















\) Cell/Text: 857-523-0181 = 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND ‘T= A> F Melissa@jonesrealtors.com Team to sell your home’ 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! a ee or buying your We have a great marketing plan that includes: 
MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK ._| | am committed to | m eH ices e H 
> ome staging services e Home warranties 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! ie ey ena valle ay ¢ 3D videos ° Professional photography 
————— and assisting you Jones Group 
| = [] zH.. EE Ss ZA I. = Melissa Despres EVery step of the Way. . pampen up open houses! ° And so much more 
1500 IN STOCK : =m) YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
PRESEASON GRILL SALEW! Wh 
OVER GOO IN STOCK! | (@ ae) WATER FILTRATION Tm fp 2 more you 
SBad vie = = —_— TLL Ca 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @= == 774-200-0225 / ee 
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508 885- 9343 WE'RE LOCAL! 
www.whitcosales.com = = e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE Michelle Terry EXIT Real Estate Executives 
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm ¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE Bester Onna OW icin cal 


J Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www. fl waterfiltration. 
ames Morse - Ce armyoft waterfiltration.com michelleterryteam. com &i Spencer, MA 01562 


Call Today For Your Free Estimate 


SPRING IS HERE AND NOW ISA 371-506-3446 
-506- 

oes jae eens Residential/Commercial = Lot 1 Brentwood Dr., Southbridge jaecammee 

FREE P Call ry Evaluate for a d let Licensed/Insured: —_ $175,000 gore : 

py Pree enue eae - Weekly Lawn Maintenance g | tay ae tee 
help you make your dreams possible! - Spring and Fall Clean Ups : . 324/- eerie ha a a 
CALL 978-434-1990 E - Aeration and Overseeding _ ees “Town Water/Sewer atStreet ' 
Century 21 ‘Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! Ks Reoely - Mulch Installation: Expired Proposed 27 Lot Division [si2## x 
CENTURY 21 | @® North East 1-978-434-1990 Lawn Care - Shrub and Tree Trimming BUYING ¢ SELLING * RELOCATING mm 


109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 321-506-3446 i SATIRE abe laa COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
y Ci 413-387-8608 


SB iitclimiccacelm i iela.4 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


S WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 


|) LANDSCAPE STONE 


ALL SIZES 
White e Blush e Blue ¢ Brown e Purple 
Red e Lt Gray e Dark Gray 


SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING 


Construction Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand ¢ Utility Sand 
Chip Stone © Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 


PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
508- hoot 2480 





Support Your Hometown Businesses F 0 U N TT ALIN 


And Sons 
S H () Pp LO C AL Construction Company _incorrorateD” 


e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 


e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 
YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 
Your Guide to Local 
SELES LLL RS ORDER YOUR EASTER DINNER 
Vacation Destinations 4g; Instructions available for heating sl 
; e DOUBLE SMOKED HAM e 
Au gratin potatoes and your choice of corn. $50 
E | e OVEN ROASTED TURKEY e 
—__— — - > * Ue Wetye —" in Paired with stuffing, gravy and corn. $55 
Wi t Pp d t a err as see . “ies Oy ie e PRIME RIB e 
in er r @® uc S YE eg ee 2 ee | Cooked to medium rare so you can finish it to your liking. 
ae : f ak... ae Baby Baked potatoes and your choice of corn. $65 
Ice Melt . Shovels * Roof Rakes oS. FS ! a el SS er ea oe All come with rolls, butter and dessert 
Construction Heaters | Bie Price set for a family of 4 adults 


Curing Blankets = Gloves v4 4 \ af bm ms oe | Please order before 2pm Friday in order that we 


‘een 


rou 
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ee Leinesed 














Ss 


em t 


ens cease can have them ready for you to pick up no later than 
DAE 7pm Saturday night. We will be Closed Easter Sunday. 


exe) N04 =) =a 8 = CONCRETE ag BOE fae “3 
TT] souut0ns Bot a .|E.B. Flatts 


199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner = , my VRE a ee 
978-669-0088 ** concretesolutionsonline.com™— ica Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 


ell : OPEN 
~\e// 2240 Main Street MONDAY-SATURDAY JASW¥AHE| GROCERIES 
, West Warren 8AM-7PM BEER & WINE 
PIZZA 
ees 413-436-9900 = rax/copy/ATM/NOTARY PUBLIC ([BBBBSEHBnee 


NOW AVAILABLE! 





